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The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club promotes public interest in the study, conservation and 
appreciation of cur natural heritage. Meetings are held monthly from September to May 
inclusive and visitors are always welcome. Outdoor field events are scheduled for every 
month and a complete listing for the entire season may be obtained from the Membership 
Director, The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is a registered charitable organization and all 
donations above the regular membership fee are tax deductible. 
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Notice of Monthly Meetings 


Monday, September 13,1993; &Q0 p.s. 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 

680 Plains Road West, Burlington 

"Up Sorth; 

A Guide to Ontario's Wilderness fro® 

Blackflies to the Northern Lights" 

Doug Bennet and Tim Tiner 

Meet Doug and Tin, who are seasoned 
journalists, avid campers, former Wolf 
Cubs, and the authors of a best selling 
book about Canada's great outdoors. 

A******** 

Monday, September 3D, 1993; 7:30 p.m„ 

BIRD STUDY GROUP 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, Arboretum, Old Guelph Rd„, Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting meeting featuring a discussion of recent bird 
sightings, an identification session and a workshop, film or set of slides about some 
aspect of birds. If you're a beginner birdwatcher, come out to learn more about birds. If 
you're an expert birder, come out to share your knowledge and enthusiasm. This month will 
feature: 

- to be announced 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan 1-519-622-4709 

********* 

'Thursday, September 30, 1993; 7:30 p.m. 

PLANT STUDY GROUP 

Location: Gage Park Depot (near the greenhouses), Hamilton 

The Plant Study Group is an informal meeting of those interested in plants and who wish 
to share ideas and learn more about this fascinating aspect of the natural world. Whether 
a beginner or a seasoned botonist, come out and enjoy the lively discussions. This month 
will feature: 

- galdenrod - bring your favourite 

i 

Organizer: Patricia Gilbert 1-416-945-1907 


Monday, October 4, 1993; 8d50 p.p. 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington 

Notice of Annual General Meeting 

Member's Right 

"June in the Colorado Rockies" 

Hazel Broker 

Come to the Annual General Meeting and 
enjoy a presentation by a fellow member. 
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Notice of Upcoming Events 



Monday, Sep tester 6 (Labour Day) 3:00 p.s. 

END OF SUMMER FAMILY PICNIC 
"Friends of Red Hill Valley" is inviting 
everyone to an outdoor folk concert at 
Albion Falls. Choice of three hikes 
beginning at 3 p.ia., followed by a picnic 
(bring your own or buy hot dogs, corn and 
juices on site) and ausic by local folk 
artists. 

Contact: Don McLean 664-8736 

Sunday, Septenber 11 9:00 a.®. 

FALL IN SHORT HILLS 

Join us for an all-day walk in the club 
sanctuary. With Hazel as the leader, you 
are sure to greatly expand your knowledge 
and enjoyment of fall wildflowers and 
other botanical features of the prime 
Carolinian area. Meet at McDonalds at the 
corner of Hwys #53 and #6 and bring a 
lunch. 

Leader: Hazel Broker 527-0333 

Sunday, September 19 8:00 aja. 

FALL MIGRANTS 

Join one of our local experts for this 
annual driving tour of the Hamilton area 
to look for early fall migrant birds. We 
should see warblers, shorebirds, hawks 
and possibly jaegers or other rare gulls 
if conditions are right. Meet, at Dundurn 
Castle on York Blvd. in Hamilton for car 
pooling and bring a lunch. 

Leader: Kevin McLaughlin 548-7057 

Thursday, September 23 6:45 p.m, 

A PARTY ON THE WILD SIDE 
The RBG is offering a unique 
gastronoraical event in support of the 
Gardens. The Botanical Buffet features 
an evening of fine dining with an 
unusual twist. Savour mouth watering 
delectables comprised of natural, 
regionally-grown ingredients accompanied 
by an informative, illustrated lecture by 
RBG's naturalist Jack Lord outlining the 


gathering and preparation of each unique 
menu item. Tickets are $100.00 each ($70.00 
income tax receiptable). To reserve your 
ticket call 527-1158 ext. 290. 

Saturday, October 2 11300 a.m. 

WOODLAND CONCERT AT SHORT HELLS 
Please see next page for details. 

Monday, October 11 
RED HILL VALLEY HIKE 
Look for details in the next Wood Duck. 

Sunday, October 24 9300 a.«. 

FALL CLEAN-UP AT SPOOKY HOLLOW 
Your help is needed to maintain the trail, 
system at Spooky Hollow Sanctuary near 
Nonaandale, In addition, we may plan to 
fabricate boardwalks on several trails if 
necessary. New volunteers are always 
welcome. This will be a good opportunity 
to see the Spooky Addition. Bring a lunch 
and meet at McDonald's parking lot, 
Ryckmans Corners, Upper James & Ryraal Rd. 
(Hwys 6 & 53). 

Leaden John Fischer 634-3837 (eves); 
336-4361 (days) 

Saturday, October 30 1300 p.a. 

AUTUMN IN THE DUHDAS YALLEY 
Explore the valley with us to find out 
what's left in the way of plants and 
animals before the onset of winter. Meet 
at the University Plaza parking lot. 
Osier St., Dundas. 

Leader: Dean Gugler 528-7169 

Sunday, October 31 vhOO a.a. 

HAWKS AND PASSERINE MIGRANTS 
Favourable winds should provide a good 
hawk flight; if not other migrants will 
provide good birding. Meet at the car 
pool lot at Hwy 6 and Plains Rd. W., just 
off Hwy 403 below the escarpment. 

Leader: Bob Curry 648-6895 
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Woodland Concert at Short Hills 

An informal fleeting of members of 
the Peninsula Field Naturalists, the 
Niagara Fails Nature Club, and the HNC, 
will take place at the Short Hills 
Sanctuary on Saturday October 2nd, at 
IkQO an. Several members of the clubs 
will be on hand to lead groups on an 
interpretive hike of the Marion Shivas 
Trail. 

The hike will be followed by a 
brief concert in the glen, near the 
cucumber tree. The Peninsula Field 
Naturalists have again arranged for a 
performance featuring the acoustic duo 
"Vox Violins'*. This couple play both 
guitar, and violin, and regularly 
entertain, at the Mansion House in St 
Catharines. They perform a wide range of 
music, and have also been featured on the 
CBC program. Radio Noon. 

A donation of $2,00 per person or 
$5.00 per family will be requested upon 
arrival, to help defer the cost of hiring 
the musicians. It is suggested that 
people bring a lunch, and a blanket to sit 
on. We can all relax in the glen, and 
discuss common interests with members of 
our sister clubs after the concert. 

In the event of rain the event will 
be held on Sunday October 3rd, If you axe 
unsure how to get to Short Hills, or wish 
to car pool, meet at 9:45 AM at Battlefield 
Square - on Queenston Road (Hwy 8), just 
east of Hwy 20. For last minute 
information on a possible weather 
postponement please call John Struger at 
547-5116, or John Fischer at 643-3837, We 
hope to see you there! 

# * * j*r * 

President's Column 

by John Struger 

Welcome back and on behalf of the 
I1NC Executive we hope you have had a 
very enjoyable summer. Your executive has 
been very busy over the last several 
months preparing this year's program, 


planning for upcoming endeavours, and 
completing current projects. 

A very special thank-you to the 
leaders of our Wednesday Evening Walks 
and weekend field events. Thanks also to 
all of you who came out for these natural 
history walks. I would also like to thank 
the organizing committee for the Nature 
Walkathon for the Environment for a 
super job of organizing this years 
Walkathon and for waiting for me to 
complete my 20 km walk. By the way 
Benjamin and Donna completed about 12 km. 
If you made a pledge on my behalf or would 
like to help to rebuild our sanctuary 
fund—please send your donation in as 
soon as possible. Again, thanks to all of 
you who sponsored me and other walkers 
and to all who participated in a great 
event. 

On Saturday, October 2nd, there will 
be a very interesting outing at the Short 
Hills Sanctuary which is not included in 
our Dates to Remember. It will consist of 
a short natural history hike followed by 
a special woodland concert near the 
cucumber tree. After experiencing the 
wonderful sounds of the Vox Violins 
filtering through the Sanctuary last fall, 
I would highly recommend this outing if 
you are interested in something a wee bit 
different. There is additional 

information on the outing in this issue 
of the Wood Duck. 

Work on the Hamilton-Wentworth 
Natural Areas Inventory Project Report is 
progressing well and getting much closer 
to completion. Audrey Heagey has been 
working diligently on the two-volume 
report, which will be approximately 700 
pages long. Volume I contains the 

Summary Report, Watershed Summaries, and 
Annotated Species Checklists. At present, 
we have completed and printed Volume II: 
Site Summaries; which is the bulk of this 
report. A full site summary is included 
for each of the 44 Significant Natural 
Areas identified in the study and shorter 
summaries are included for the 37 
Significant Sites. The site summaries 
include a location map, summary of 
physical and biological data, description 



5 


of land use linkages, an evaluation of the 
regional significance of each area using 
a standard set of criteria, and site- 
specific recommendations. 

For those who have purchased the 
Report, we will distribute Volume II at 
the Membership Table on September 13th, 
If you are unable to attend the meeting, 
it will be sailed or delivered to your 
address as soon as passible. Volume I 
still requires a bit of work because of 
it's technical nature, but should be 
available soon. Thank you for your 
patience and support through all aspects 
of this huge HNC project. I can assure you 
that the result is well worth the wait and 
is something that all Club members can be 
very proud of. 

If you. have not yet purchased a 
copy, they are still available for a fee of 
$60.00, which includes postage and 
handling. Please send your cheque {made 
payable to The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club) 
to: Wolfgang Luft, Membership Director, 
#83-5045 Pined ale Ave., Burlington, ON, 
L7L 5J6, who is handling all requests. 

* A * * * 

Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

Minutes of the Annual General 
Meeting 

October 5 and November 9, 1992 

1. Call to Order 

The Annual General Meeting of the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club Was 
called to order on October 5th 1992 
at the Pvoyal Botanical Gardens 
Centre auditorium. 

2. Appointment of Chairperson and 
Secretary 

Moved by Brian Burgon and 
seconded by Bruce Duncan that 


Doug McCallu® act as 
chairperson and that Margaret 
McFadyen act as secretary for the 
meeting. Carried. 

3. Quorum 

Notice having been given to all 
members pursuant to the Wood Duck 
and there being at least 30 members 
present, the Annual Meeting was 
declared duly constituted, 

4. Minutes of the last Annual Meeting 
Moved by Rob Dobos and seconded by 
John Struger that the minutes of 
the Annual General meeting held on 
7th October 1991 be accepted as 
printed in the October 1992 Wood 
Duck. Carried. 

In accordance with the practise of the 
past few years, a detailed account of the 
various activities of the Club was 
published in the September Wood Duck and 
as a consequence the annual meeting was 
confined to the legal requirements and 
the resolutions of the Directors relating 
to the constitutional amendments. 

5. Treasurer's Report 

a. Financial Statements 

The Treasurer, David 
Stubbing presented the 
Financial statements for 
the fiscal year ending 
April 30, 1992. Moved by 
David Stubbing, seconded by 
Michael Street that the 
Treasurer's Report be 

accepted. Carried. 

b. Appointment of Auditor 

Moved by David Stubbing, 
seconded by Rob Dobos that 
the firm of Price 

Waterhouse be nominated as 
auditors of this 

Corporation for the fiscal 
year ending April 30, 1993 at 
a remuneration to be-fixed 
by the Board of Directors, 
and that the Board be 
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hereby authorized to fix 
such remuneration. 
Carried. 


Confirmation of Actions of 
Executive 

Moved by Rob Dobos* seconded by 
Marg Walton that all acts, 
contracts, by-laws, proceedings, 
appointments, elections, and 
payments enacted, made, done, and 
taken by the Directors, and 
Officers of the Corporation since 
the annual meeting of the 
Corporation held October 7th, 1991 
of the Corporation, be approved, 
ratified and confirmed. Carried. 

Nominating Committee Report 
There being no nominations from 
the floor, it was moved by Bill 
Randall, seconded by Hazel Broker 
that the following list of persons, 
who had previously consented to 
act in such capacity, be nominated 
as directors of the Corporation to 
hold office until the first annual 
meeting of the Corporation or 
until their successors have been 
elected, or appointed, subject to 
the provisions of the Corporation’s 
by-laws and the Business 
Corporation Act 1982 namely: 


Doug McCallum 
Margaret McFadyen 
Wolfgang Luft 
Brian Wylie 
Margaret Walton 
Jean Stollard 
John Fischer 
Doug Kay 
Doris Rundle 
Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
Rob Dobos 


John Struger 

Brian Burgon 

Membership 

Field Events 

Jr.Nats & Prog. 

Wood Duck 

Sanctuary 

Conservation 

Social 

Education 

Publicity 


Corporation for the coming year or 
until their successors are elected 
or appointed namely 

Past President 
President 
Secretary 

Treasurer 

Carried, 

It was noted that the Nominating 
Committee had not yet secured an 
appointment for Vice-President 
and would continue its efforts to 
complete the slate, 

8. Thanks to Retiring Directors 
Doug McCallum moved a vote of 
thanks to the retiring directors: 

David Stubbing, Pierre Arnold, Don 
McLean and Brian McHattie. 

9. Adjournment 

Doug McCallum passed the gavel to 
the new president John Struger who 
declared the meeting adjourned to 
November 9, 1992 at 8:00 pm here, for 
the completion of business. 

10. Meeting Reconvened 

The Annual Meeting of October 5 
was re-convened on November 9,1992 
at the regular monthly meeting. 

11. Amendments to the Constitution 
Past President Doug McCallum led 
the membership through 4 proposed 
amendments to the constitution 
which had been previously printed 
in the May 1992 Wood Duck. The 
proposed changes and the rationale 
for them were explained and 
questions answered. 


Doug McCallum 
John Struger 
Margaret 
McFadyen 
Brian Burgon 


Carried. 

Moved by Bill Randall, seconded by 
David Stubbing that the following 
persons hold office in the 


Moved by Doug McCallum, seconded 
by John Fischer that the 
amendments as printed in the Wood 
Duck and as described this night 
be accepted. Carried. 
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12. Adjournment 

The Annual Meeting was adjourned 
at 8:33 pm, 

John S try ger 
Chairperson 

Margar e t Mcfadyan 
Secretary 

t 

***** 

The Fledgling 

By Kit Chubb 

The biggest BisuaderstaMing we 
gee is the transition free nestling to 
fledgling which takes place on a single 
sadden flight* often resembling a bungee- 
jump. That one leap completely alters the 
parental programing froe "f'ill-crying” 
Bouths-in nest," to "Follow-crying- 
souths, feed & teach." The nest is now 
abandoned. 

Far a day, novice fledglings look 
heartrendingly naive, can barely fly, 
have not yet learned fear, and are in 
peril from isany dangers-.and well-meant 
interference is the worst danger of all. 

Again, I urge, ple&ss do not 
"birdnap"! The fledglings are in an 
laraersion Course of crucial survival 
skills taught by the best, most devoted 
teachers in the world—their parents. 

Make every effort not to interrupt. 
Humans can teach them nothing . 
Re-printed from: Rotes & Anecdotes 
July, 1993 



HNC Financial Statement 
April 30, 1993 

Auditors* Report 

To the Members of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club: 

Vie have audited the balance sheet 
of Hamilton Naturalists' Club as at April 


30, 1993 and the statement of revenue mid 
expenditures and surplus for the year 
then ended. These financial statements 
are* the responsibility of the Club's 
management. Our responsibility is to 
express an opinion on these financial 
statements based on our audit. 

Except as explained in the 
following paragraph, we conducted pur 
audit in accordance with generally 
accepted auditing ,- standards. Those 
standards require that we plan and 
perfor® an audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance whether the financial 
statements are free of material 
Bisstateaent. An audit includes 
examining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the asounts and disclosures 
in the financial statements. An audit 
also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estimates 
aade by management, as well as evaluating 
the overall financial statement 
presentation. 

In common with many charitable 
organizations, the Club derives income 
from donations and fundraising 
activities, the completeness of which is 
r:ot susceptible of satisfactory audit 
verification. Accordingly* our 

verification of donation and fundraising 
income was limited to the amounts 
recorded in the records of the Club, and 
we were not able to determine whether any 
adjustments might be necessary to 
donations and fundraising income, assets 
and surplus. 

In our opinion, except for the 
effect of adjustments, if any, which we 
might have determined to be necessary 
had we been able to satisfy ourselves 
concerning the completeness of the 
donations and fundraising income 
referred to in the preceding paragraph, 
these financial statements present fairly, 
in all material respects, the financial 
position of the Club as at April 30, 1933 
and the results of its operations for the 
year then ended in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 



Chartered Accountants 
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Hamilton r^iuraJIsi*’ Clyfe 

Statement of Ravenite and SxpsnaltufM and Surplus 


Revenue 

Membership fees 

Project grants 

Donations and bequests 

Fundraising 

interest 

Other 


Expenditures 

Project salaries and benefits 
Other project a xpsnees 
Naiurtfy Hamfton brochure 
Fundraising expcnaes 
Sanctuary property 
Sanctuary property tax (net) 
Office and administration 
General meetings 
Newsletter 
Equipment 
Legal and audit 
Donations 
Other 


Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenditures 

Surplus, beginning of year 
Surplus, end of year 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus (Note 4) 

Unrestricted surplus 


Balance Sheaf 


Km assets 
Cash m bank 
Term deports 
Accrued Interest 
Account* receivable 
Fixed assets (Note 2) 
Accrued tebSttea 
Deferred revenue (Note 3) 


Comprised of 

Realrictod surpfu* (Note 4) 
Unrestricted surplus 


Yur s*4«t April 3W 

tm 1M2 


$ 7.670 

5 9.571 

106,088 

162,922 

11.138 

23.098 

35,500 

25,142 

8.337 

8.621 

2,683 

1,725 

169,416 

231,077 

47.587 

150,530 

4,074 

22,417 

9.787 

- 

16,184 

7.090 

88,116 

- 

(444) 

1,136 

11,872 

15,371 

1,855 

1,620 

3.181 

2,3® 

1,116 

2,777 

3.288 

2.949 

855 

615 

2.527 

2,167 

189,998 

209,034 

(20,582) 

22.043 

123,659 

101,616 

5103,077 

5123.659 

$ 25,000 

5 25,000 

78,077 

98,653 

*103,077 

5123,859 


April 31 


1993 

liU 

5 32,860 

5 67,911 

75,604 

58,004 

2,058 

1,817 

1,3® 

2,427 

4 

3 

(5,531) 

(6.503) 

(3.280) 

- 

5103,077 

$123,659 


$ 25,000 

5 25,000 

78,077 

98,859 

5103,077 

5123,659 
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Hamilton Naturalists 9 Club 

Statement of Revenue and Exp'sttditesrss 
and Surplus (Sefieit) isy Fund * Schedule t 
Year snded April 39,19S3 


Ssngrsl SaneiitaF? 


Revenue 


Membership fees 

$ 7,670 

S 

Project grants 

7,742 

63000 

Donations and bequests 

2,849 

5,784 

Fundraising 

1.001 

- 

Interest 

335 

3,513 

Other 

2.027 

__U 


21.624 

72,291 

Expenditures 

Project salaries and benefits 

S 

5 

Other project expenses 

* 

- 

Naturally Hamilton brochure 

9,787 


Fundraising expenses 

632 

• 

Sanctuary property 

■ 

89,118 

Sanctuary property tax (net) 

- 

(444) 

Office and administration 

6,223 

447 

General meetings 

1,855 

- 

Newsletter 

3,181 

- 

Equipment 

217 

899 

Legal and audit 

2,288 

’ 

Donations 

855 

* 

Other 

667 

~-- 


25,705 

89,016 

Excess (deficiency) of 

revenue over expenditures 

(4.081) 

(16,727) 

Net transfers between funds 

640 


Surplus, beginning of year 

12,312 

57,149 

Surplus (deficit), end of year 

$ 6,871 

$ 40,422 

Comprised of 

Restricted surplus 

$ 

$25,000 

Unrestricted surplus (deficit) 

8,871 

15,422 


$ 6,371 

$ 40,422 


Er»lrce»e*tal 



CatisenraSioii 

Itwanlwy 

WaJfcfiUos 

Tfate-J 

$ 

$ - 

$ 

* 

$ 7.870 


10,590 

19.258 

5,500 

108,068 

, 

2.175 

350 

- 

11,133 

_ 

2,254 

- 

32,245 

35,500 

464 

1,279 

- 

748 

0,337 

* 

4 


338 

2,653 

464 

18,302 

19,606 

39.129 

169,416 

S - 

$9,023 

$38,564 

$ - 

$ 47,537 


449 

3,625 

- 

4,074 


. 

. 

- 

9,767 


, 

. 

15.552 

16,164 



. 

- 

89.118 


- 

. 

- 

(444) 


542 

2,315 

2,345 

11,872 



. 

- 

1,855 



_ 

- 

3,181 


. 

. 

- 

1,116 



1,000 

- 

3,288 


_ 

. 

- 

855 


1,275 

460 

125 

2.527 

- 

11,289 

45,964 

18,022 

189,998 

484 

5,013 

(26.358) 

21,107 

(20.582) 

(640) 

(13,529) 

13,529 

- 

• 

6.146 

35,877 

12,175 

- 

123,659 

$ 5,970 

$27,361 

$ (654) 

$21,107 

$103,077 


$ - 
5,970 

$ - 
27,361 

(654) 

$ * 
21,107 

$ 25,000 
78,077 

$ 5,970 

$27,361 

$ (654) 

$21,107 

$103,077 
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Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

Hates n r* xn c3»l O t atomw rt* 

April W.1SM 


1. Significant accounting policies 

Fixed assets 

Expenditures far fixed assets are charged to expense as incurred. 
Pledges 

Donations pledged are not recorded in the financial statements until 
they are received. 

Donated Materials and Services 

The value of donated materials and services is not recorded in the 
financial statements. 


2. Fixed assets 

1993 1992 

Spooky Hollow Sanctuary, at nominal value 
Spooky Hollow Sanctuary Addition, at nominal value 
Short Hills Wilderness Area, at nominal value 
Equipment, at nominal value 


During 1993, the Club purchased equipment and sanctuary property amounting to 
51,116 and 588,116 respectively which amounts were charged to expense. 


3. Deferred revenue 

The Club has received deposits for the sale of the Hamilton-Wentworth Natural Areas 
Inventory Report currently being compiled by the Club. These deposits are 
potentially refundable if the report is not completed and accordingly the deposits 
have not been included in revenue as at April 30, 1993. 


■4. Restricted surplus ' 

The Sanctuary fund includes an endowment of $25,000 which must be maintained by 
the Club at all times. 

5, Endowsent fund 

The Endowment fund represents life membership fees received by the Club. The Club 
may transfer amounts out of the Endowment fund for general Club operations. The 
amount transferred is calculated as the number of lifetime members times the 
prevailing annual membership fee. - 
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P^atufaKigts’ Ctwfc 

H®t©s fio F&sng&i StatsisissslB 

Ap tti 30.189S ______________________,_,______ 

(>, CoaBiitseats 

Fros the surplus balances in the Conservation Fund and the 
Walkathor. Fund the amounts of $15,200 and $17,100 respectively have 
been cGaaitted to Hamilton Harbour and Cootes Paradise remediation 
projects. 


7. Income tax status 

The Club is a registered charity and is exempt fro® income tax 
provided it continues to expend the specified amounts on charitable 
activities. 

8. Comparative figures 

For comparative purposes, certain balances for the previous year 
have been reclassified to conform with the current year's 
presentation. 

******* ft* 

Smeary of HNC Activities for 1992-93 

The following is a summary of 
activities carried out by the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club during the 1992-93 
season. Although many individuals 
contributed their time and energy to 
making the Club's activities a success, it 
is possible to mention only a few of them 
in this summary and I apologise to those 
who are not named. It is through their 
untiring efforts that the HNC is the 
vigorous club it is today. If you want to 
become active in one of the groups or 
committees, please approach any member of 
the executive or attend one of the study 
groups. You will find the experience 
rewarding. 


Meabership 


This has been an interesting year 
for the club from a membership point of 
view. The final results are as follows: 



Household 

I 

New 

Active 

156 

38 

Active 

Senior 

51 

9 

Corres¬ 

ponding 

31 

6 

Family 

45 

9 

Joint 

44 

15 

Joint 

Senior 

39 

6 

Life 

36 

- 


1 Student 

12 

5 

1 Stewart - 
| ship 

6 

6 
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There is a total membership of 320 
households, of which 94 are new. This 
means that there are about 600 members in 
our club, which is very goad during these 
hard economic conditions. We had a 
flurry of new members coming in within 
the last few months primarily due to 
increased public awareness of our club. 

Notice; Due to the high cost of postage, we 
will not aail out official 
membership cards to the members. 
If you need to have a card, please 
phone the Membership Director or 
see hia at the Membership table at 
the meeting and he will be happy 
to supply you with one. Thank 
you. 

Treasury 

David Stubbing retired this year 
from the treasury directorship after 
several years of excellent work as 
treasurer. Brian Burgon took over the 
task and has proven himself to be a 
capable treasurer. Revenue continues to 
come mainly from donations and bequests, 
membership dues, grants, fund-raising 
activities and interest. Operating 
expenses of the HNC which cover the cost 
of the Wood Duck, postage and stationery, 
monthly meetings, legal and audit fees, 
insurance and bird hotline expenses, 
depend on the revenue from membership 
dues. 

Programs 

An excellent range of programs was 
presented for our membership in 1993/94. 
We learned about crayfish and osprey, 
fish communities, remote sensing, and war 
and the environment. Bill Brown told us 
about forestry in Algonquin Park from the 
‘other side of the issue*. Alan Ernst took 
us on a tour of Namibia, and stepped in on 
short notice to tell us about Costa Rica. 
Bruce Duncan also filled in with an 
excellent show on the Beverly Swamp. Jeff 
Skevington gave us an excellent 
informative and entertaining talk on 


Insects, 

The program for 1993/94 promises to be 
an excellent one, with prograss on a wide 
range of topics. We will learn about 
Arctic ecology, and birds of Ecuador. We 
will find out how volcanoes work, and how 
they affect our weather. We will visit 
northern Ontario, the Niagara Escarpment, 
the Colorado Rockies, and Ontario’s 
Provincial Parks. We will learn 
fascinating facts about coral reefs and 
carnivorous mushrooms. 

Be sure to attend every month as you 
will be missing great programs if you do 
not attend. Help to keep our club active, 
exciting and one of the best clubs in the 
country. If anyone has any suggestions 
for future speakers or topics, please 
contact Margaret Walton at 627-7361. 

Junior Naturalists 

Once again, the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club, in partnership with the 
Royal Botanical Gardens, hosted a Junior 
Naturalist Club for approx. 60 children 
between the ages of 5 and 12. The 
children, and often many parents, meet the 
last Saturday of each month from Sept, to 
May. The program is based at the Nature 
Centre, but often we travel to other 
locations to introduce the children to 
other natural areas. This is a very 
popular program, and always has a waiting 
list. The theme of this years program was 
Wetlands. 

In Sept., the participants were 
introduced to wetlands and their 
inhabitants. In October we travelled to 
the Dundas Valley Conservation Area to 
plant trees along the new rail trail (trees 
and shrubs donated by Connon Nurseries 
(NVK)). In November we were back at the 
DVGA building bluebird boxes, also to put 
up along the rail trail. In January, 
Charles Robertson from Bat Conservation 
International visited us and told us 
about bats and other cavity dwellers, 
Christine Bishop ran a very popular 
program in March on turtles and other 
wetland inhabitants and then in March we 
made our annual trip to Fifty Point to 
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- Niagara River excursion 

- Hawks and owls 

- Winter birding 

■■ Fairlake Wildlife Management area 

- Camping at Point Pelee 

- Trees 

- Hyde-tract breeding birds 

- Camping at Turkey Point Prov. Park 

- Summer butterflies 

- Beamer hawk watch 

- Christmas bird count 

- Duck count 

Wednesday Evening Walks 

In addition to the regular 
outings, from May through August, 
Wednesday evening walks are held, led by 
knowledgeable Club members. The walks 
usually start at 6:30 p.m, and children are 
always welcome. Last summer's walks 
included: 

- Hendrie Valley 

- Martin Road 

- Pleasant View 

- Gage Park: history and trees 

- Dundurn Castle history walk 

- Shorebirds 

- York Road pond 

- Battlefield park. 

Wood Duck Publication 


clean out the bird boxes erected there 
several years ago. April's trip to 
Taquanyeh to visit the wetland there was, 
appropriately enough, wet, but all 
participants had a good time. We ended 
the year with a hike and picnic through 
the North Cayuga Slough Forest on Marina 
Martin's property. 

Lots of exciting activities are 
planned for this year's program. Fall 
activities will include dying our own 
club T-shirts with natural dyes, a bird 
banding demonstration, volcanoes, outdoor 
safety and natural Xmas decorations. 
Winter and spring programs include 
animal tracking, astronomy, owls and 
herptiies* 

We are always looking for new 
faces to get involved. All you need is a 
love of nature and children, no experience 
necessary. The leaders often learn as 
much as the children and we have a lot of 
fun. Please contact Margaret Walton or 
Cheryl Katejcic if you're interested. 

Social 

Refreshments of coffee, cider and 
donuts were served at all regular 
meetings during the '92-'93 season. 
Special refreshments were provided by the 
members for the December meeting. A 
small but successful pot luck supper was 
held at the Nature Centre on the final 
meeting night, June 7, 1993, followed by an 
enjoyable bird walk. 

Field Events 

Field events were held regularly 
throughout the year. Last year the 
"Friends of the Red Hill Valley" sponsored 
well attended hikes and events in the Red 
Hill Valley every statutory holiday. They 
plan to continue this year in what we 
hGpe will become a tradition. Watch the 
Wood Duck for details of these 
entertaining and informative hikes. 
Other outings included: 

- Fall migrants 

- Woodland concert at Short Hills 

- Martin's Lane 


The publication of the Wood Duck 
is the result of the combined efforts of 
many volunteers who give their time to 
write, edit, produce, collate and mail the 
Club's newsletter. Last year, thanks to 
increased Club activities and plentiful 
contributions, the Wood Duck published 
ten issues instead of the customary nine. 
Rose Peterson hosted the collating once 
more and Norm Ralston organized the 
collaring and mailing. Thanks to Rose 
and Norm and the gang of regulars who 
make sure the Wood Duck reaches everyone. 
If you would like to be part of the Wood 
Duck team, please contact the Editor, Jean 
Stollard. 
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Bird Study Group 

This group usually meets on. the 
Monday following the regular monthly 
meeting. Bruce Duncan organizes the 
program which features discussions of 
bird sightings, identification workshops, 
slides, films and guest speakers. There 
are about 40 enthusiastic regulars at 
these meetings which are held at the RBG 
Nature Centre. 


Education Co*wittee 

The third annual Nature Walkathon 
was held in June. A complete report will 
appear in a later Wood Duck. 

In 1992, the Greening Your School 
Project was introduced as a pilot project. 
The Boards of Education wanted to see 
examples of natural Regeneration at 
targeted schools and they had strict 
deadlines. During 1993, the "Green Tea*" 
teachers, principals and custodians have 
confidently and carefully started 
planning their nature labs, often in 
phases. Trees and a patio’-stone path 
have replaced a tunnel structure and 
concrete in the courtyard at St. Eugene 
School. Donated spruce trees have been 
planted at Lisgar. Lloyd George has 
acquired railway ties and should begin 
landscaping soon. St. Francis Xavier 
received $300.00 from the Evergreen 
Foundation to buy vines and butterfly- 
attracting plants. They also purchased 
material for large cedar flower boxes 
with their own funds. The flower boxes 
are being constructed at the Hamilton- 
Wentworth Rehabilitation Centre as part 
of their workshop program. (They are very 
interested in providing this type of 
volunteer community service.) If you are 
interested in becoming involved in this 
project or in saving nativ£ wildflowers, 
contact Lyn Hanna—Folk es or Doug 
McCallum. 

Conservation Committee 

The past year has held many 
interesting - challenges for the 
Conservation committee. We have dealt 
with such issues as The Niagara 
Escarpment Commission and its battle 
with the Niagara Escarpment Coalition 
and the Red Hill Valley in its ongoing 
struggle to evade a destructive highway 
through its heart. Without a doubt, all 
the letter writers for both these issues 
helped a great deal and deserve a eco- 
salute,. 

Two summer projects were 
successfully undertaken by two students 


Sanctuary Activities 

Efforts to purchase the Spooky 
Hollow Addition began in June, 
and a deal was closed in March, 
with the assistance of a 75% grant 
from the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation. 

All trails at Spooky Hollow were 
cleared of fallen debris, and 
garbage was picked up along roads 
adjacent to the property. 

Four sections of boardwalk were 
fabricated, and installed at 
Spooky Hollow, as an improvement 
to the approach to the bridge over 
Fisher's Creek. 

All trails at Short Hills were 
cleared of fallen debris, and 
garbage was picked up along roads 
adjacent to the property. 

Brush was cut under the Hydro 
line at Short Hills to ensure that 
the Linking Trail remains open. 

A trail marker post was installed 
on the Linking Trail, and a 
portion of the Hurlburt Loop was 
rerouted to avoid unwanted 
encounters with the neighbours 
dogs. 

A guided hike and "Woodland 
Concert" were arranged at Short 
Hills by the HNC. and Peninsula 
Field Naturalists, as an informal 
get-together of local Naturalists 
Clubs. 

Additional guided hikes to the 
sanctuaries were organized by the 
Sanctuary Committee. 
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funded by the EYC program (Environmental 
Youth Corps). Joceline Neysmith, a first 
year Guelph student, produced a "Citizen’s 
Guide to Protection of Natural Areas in 
Haailton Wentworth" and a complementary 
slide presentation. The second student, 
Sean Ernst, has taken the "Natural Areas 
Inventory" and produced a slide 
presentation and report on the importance 
of the NAI project. 

The citizen’s guide will provide an 
individual new in the environmental 
protection reals with some techniques and 
information necessary to protect the 
natural areas around the®. Such 
information as municipal planning 
processes, zoning by-laws, and deputation 
tips are among the many examples 
available to the reader. With simple to 
complex scenarios to follow, a person with 
an eco-problem but not possessing the 
knowledge to form a strategy, will find 
this guide a very useful tool. 

With the "Natural Areas 
Inventory” available to the public, we 
felt it important that the vast amount of 
information contained within its pages be 
disseminated into a 30-45 minute slide 
presentation. This presentation is 
focused on municipal planners, councils, 
and building Associations, to name a few, 
and will show the NAI as the great 
resource/tool that it is. 

The new year will inevitably 
bring new challenges and undoubtedly 
greater victories to all those who keep 
their respective sleeves rolled up. 

Publicity 

Publicity activities were stepped 
up somewhat this year, mainly through 
wider publicity of the monthly meetings. 
Posters were developed for each monthly 
meeting, and were distributed to all local 
media outlets (TV, radio, newspaper), 
libraries, McMaster University, and 
Mohawk College. Members were encouraged 
to pick up posters and post them at their 
place of work, churches, schools, etc. 

The Club display was used 
extensively, being set up at the following 


events or locations: 

- Garden & Flower Festival 

- McMaster University 
Environment Fair 

, - Mount Haailton Baptist 

Church 

- Stonev Creek City Hall 
during Arbour Week 

- Westdale High School 

- Canada Trust 

- Environmentalist of the 
Year Awards Dinner 

- Nature Walkathon 

Birding Hotline (648-9537) 

The HNC's local birding hotline 
has been running successfully for four 
years. The recorded message describes 
local birding hotspots and rarities. 
Members may leave a message regarding 
their own sightings at the end of the 
taped message. Many thanks to Mike 
Street for his continuing efforts in 
keeping the hotline up to date. 

Hamilton Bird Records Cosaittee 

After ten years working with the 
Bird Records Committee, Mark Jennings 
retired from the task of collecting the 
noteworthy bird records. He will be 
missed. Rob Dobos has taken over the job. 
You will find his address on the back 
page of the Wood Duck. Rob and the rest 
of the Committee are responsible for: 

compiling "Noteworthy Bird 
Records" published in the Wood 
Duck 

Annual Hamilton Christmas Bird 
Count 

Annual Fall Bird Count held in 
early November 

Sub-regional editor for American 
Birds 

Sub-regional editor for Birders 
Journal 

Annual Winter Duck count on Lake 
Ontario 

Regional Coordination for 
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Environmentalist of the Year was Farrell 
Boyce, Awards of merit went to Patricia 
Cameron and her students at St. Patricks 
School in Hamilton and to Don McLean for 
initiating the Nature Walkathon for the 
Environment, All winners have a strong 
connection with the HNC 

***** 

Nominating Committee Notice 


Hamilton-Wentworth/Brant region 
for the Ontario Rare Breeding 
Bird Program 

Affiliation with Other Organizations 

Long Point Bird Observatory: The 
HNC once again participated in the 
Baillie Birdathon. 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists: 
Our HNC representative, Margaret 
Mackenzie, retired from this position 
earlier this year. Many thanks to 
Margaret for her work over the years, 
Lois Evans is our new representative to 
the FON. 

The Norfolk Field Naturalist's 
Club: made a generous contribution 

toward our obtaining the Spooky Hollow 
Addition. 

Club Projects 

- Project HOPE 

- Plant Inventory Project 

- Project Paradise 

- Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan 

- Hamilton and Region action against 
illegal dumping in natural areas 

- Friends of the Red Hill Valley 

- Escarpment, issues 

If you are interested in learning more 
about these projects and issues, please 
ask any Board member about them. 

Publications and Library 

Norm and Mary Pomfret continued 
their work keeping the publications table 
organized and up-to-date. Members may 
borrow items but are asked to return them 
promptly for deposit in the RBG library. 
Members also have access to the RBG 
library with their HNC membership. 

Environmentalist Awards 

This year the HNC. hosted the 
Environmentalist of the Year Award 
dinner, held at the Hillcrest Restaurant 
on June 2, 1993. The winner of the Dr. 
Victor Cecilioni Award for 1992 


This year's Nominating Committee 
Chair is Doug McCallum. He and the rest 
of the committee (to be named later), will 
be preparing a Slate of Directors for the 
up-coming year to be presented at the 
October 4 Annual General Meeting. 
Nominations may be made by any member 
before October 1 in writing to the 
Secretary, Margaret McFadyen, 15 Mayfair 
Ave., Dundas, ON L9H 3K5, accompanied by a 
signed consent of the nominee. Anyone 
who is interested in serving on the Board 
of Directors can also contact Doug at 
64 Skyland Dr,, Hamilton, ON, L9A 30. or 
call him at 383-9844. 

***** 


Part-time Positions for Nature 
Bovers 

The Nature Interpretive Centre at 
Royal Botanical Gardens has a part-time 
(14-21 hrs/week) opening for a Clerical 
Assistant, 

Responsibilities include: taking 
bookings and maintaining programme 
records, .providing public information, 
assistance with display work and animal 
•care, and word processing. 

The Nature Centre also has a 
student position (5 hrs/week) available 
for a 16 year old, to help with animal care 
and cage cleaning. 

Applications for either position 
must be received by September 10, 1993. 
Further details are available from 
Barbara M'Kean (x247) or Steve Bowen (x27b> 
at 527-1158 
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Natural Regeneration on Elementary School Properties in the 
Regional Municipality of Haailton-Wentworth: Fall 1993 


By Lyn Harma-Folkes 

There are now approximately 17 public schools in the Region that are creating, or are 
making plans to create, a nature laboratory on their school property (listed below). The 
goals of these natural regeneration project.*; are: to provide young students with a hands- 
on opportunity to experience and appreciate nature; to provide teachers with a "nature 
laboratory" on the school property; to sake school yards More attractive and interesting; 
and to educate people about local natural habitats. If you can help a school, contact thea, 
tell the® you are from the HRC, and get the® to keep your naae on a volunteer list so that 
they may call on you when necessary. 

The 1993 projects are progressing at a slower pace than the l q 82 projects. This is good. If 
you have any native plants or landscaping materials to donate, call one of the schools 
below and make arrangements. Every small donation is a big help in these times of fiscal 
restraint. Please make an effort for the school in your local community. Here are the 
People to contact: 


Lloyd George 
Lisgar 

St. Francis Xavier 

St. Mary's 

St. Patrick's 

Flamborough Centre 

St. Eugene 

Stinson Street 

Blessed Kateri Tedakwitha 

Green Acres 

Janet Lee 

Central Park 

Gordon Price School 

Buchanan Park 
Adelaide Hoodless 
Christie Outdoor 
Education Centre 


360 Beach Rd. Hamilton 
110 Anson Ave. Hamilton 
298" Hwy #8, Stoney Creek 
209 McNab, Hamilton 
20 East Ave. S. Hamilton 
922 Centre Rd. RR2 Waterdown 
120 Parkdale Ave. S, Hamilton 
180 Grant Ave, Hamilton 
22 Queensbury Dr. Hamilton 
45 Randall Ave. Stoney Creek 
710 Gatestone Dr. Hamilton 
14 Kemp Dr. Dundas 
11 Guildwood Dr. Hamilton 

30 Laurier Ave. Hamilton 
71 Maplewood Ave. Hamilton 

Greensville 


The following schools also have expressed an interest: 


St. Joseph's 
Collegiate Ave 
Highview 


270 Lock St. S. Hamilton 
49 Collegiate Ave. Stoney Creek 
1040 Queensdale Ave. Hamilton 


Pat Disher 544-1492 

Cathy Comeau 389-1309 

Marion Toth 662-6925 

Louise Hilson 528-8797 

Gus Hubbard 529-1069 

Rose Smith 689-6636 

Mike Gough 545-9598 

Peggy MacNab 528-0119 

Don Friday 385-8212 

662-7021 

Karen Bikinas 573-9113 

Principal 628-8589 

Marilyn Marshall 574-6336 

Lorraine Yamamoto 
Darlene Owen 387-5212 

Gus Mahalovich 549-1339 

Jeff Nichol 627-1453 


Barry Wells 529-1002 

Patti MacDonald 662-2990 

Carol Kippers 

Teresa Bower 385-2341 


An update on indoor curriculum and natural regeneration guidelines will appear in a 
future issue of the Wood Duck. Thanks again. Much fun planting in '93 - '94 and remember 
that weeds are just part of an enlightening learning process. Keep up the good work! 
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